
A Framework for Assessing the Vulnerability

of Cultural Heritage Sites to Climate Change

Description

A six-stage framework for assessing the vulnerability of cultural heritage sites to climate change.

The framework was initially developed through research at Dublin Institute of Technology and

applied to Ireland’s two World Heritage sites (Brú na Bóinne and Skellig Michael). The ‘values

based’ method is suitable for application to a wide range of cultural heritage including

landscapes, monuments, and buried archaeology. The six-step framework and the utilisation of

indicators allows comparison between sites and yet are sufficiently flexible to account for

localised concerns.

The Framework can be used:

1. By site managers to understand climate vulnerabilities

2. By local/national government to determine relative vulnerabilities across a selection of heritage

sites

3. By decision makers at all levels to aid with adaptation planning and prioritisation of resources.

Files (Product)

The product consists of

1. Conceptual framework and definitions

2. Six step process for assessing vulnerability

3. Model for calculating the measure of vulnerability 
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